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Put them in mind to be ſubject to 
Principalittes and Powers, to obey 


Magiſtrates. 


O U all know what kind of Argument 
Y this Day calls for. For by the deſign 


| of keeping it, the buſineſs that the 
Preacher hath to do, is to preſs Obedience and 
SubjeHion to the Government we live under, 
and"to Preach againſt FaGion and Rebellion. 
And accordingly it is preſcribed in the Rubrick 
of this Days Service, T hat if there be a Sermon 
at all, and not a Homily, it ſhall be upon this 
Argument. 

It: is very well that Authority hath taken 
care, that at ſome Solemn Times we ſhould 
Preach upon this” Subject in a more Solemn 
Manner. Becauſe though it be as needful as 
any, yet there are ſome among us that think 
it a very improper Theme for the Pulpit. I 
muſt confeſs I had an eye to this Suggeſtion, 
when I pitch'd upon theſe words which I have 
now read-to you : Becauſe. I''think there is 
ſomething to be obſerved ;in them which will 


effeQually confute it. 
A3 St. Paul 
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St. Paul here Jays his Charge upon Titus, 
That he ſhould put the People that were under 
his Care in mind to be ſubje& to Principalities and 
Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. 


Two things I would here confider. Firſt, 
the Perſon that is order'd thus to put the 
People in mind : And Secondly, the Thing that 
he is to pur them in mind of, which is, $#b- 
jection and Obedience to Principalities, and 
Powers, and Magiſtrates. 


[ begia with the Firſt thing, the Perſon to 
whom St.Paxd writes this Epiſtle, and to whom 
| he gives ic mCharge char he ſhould put the 

people in mind to be ſubjeSs. 

Who was this Perſon * Why it was Titxs, 
an Ecclefiaſtic, a Biſhop, a Preacher of the 
Goſpel ; not a Lay-man, not a Magiſtrate, but 
a pore Churob- man. What can be mare plainly 

thered from hence chanthis/; That it is mot 

reipn to a Clerpy- man's 'Office to Preach 
Obedrenve and SubjrBfion to rhe Government ; 
but, -an the contrary, a ipart of his FunGian, 
_ afnrecefſary Dury incumbent upon ban to doit. 
v any Min afficm wocherwiſe, he uſt (either 
fey, that 'S6Purl did nor aigphtly wſtrutt Tatus 
in his Office, but enjoined Jam to do _ 
| WW: whic 
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which he had'nothipg to do wich : Of he muſt 
ſhew that the Caſe of Titzs was different. from 
that of the Miniſters of the Goſpel at this day. 
Neither of which things can, I believe, be cafily 
made out.. * 

And yet into-ſuch Times are we fallen,that it 
is taken il} by many, that Miniſters ſhould in 
their Pulpit- Diſcourſes meddle with theſe Mat- 
ters. I muſt confeſs I think, that of all Men 
it maſt concerns a Miniſier of Religion not to 
be a Buſce-body, or a Medler in vther-Meng 
Matters. Far in truth he hath work enough 
to da of hsown ; and fuch kind of wark too, 
as, let him behave himſelf as inoffenſively as he 
can, will create him Difficulties and Enemies 
enow. And therefore it wou'd be very im- 
prudent in him to uſurp other Mens Provinces, 
and: to burn his fingers where he needs nor. 
Eſpecially canſidering that the Succeſs of his 
Labours and Endeavours among the People 
doth in a great meaſure depend upon the good 
liking they have of him. | 

But what # it that gives Offence ? or what 
is- it that renders this Argument we are fpeak- 
ing of ſo improper a SubjeQ for a Clergy-man 
to treat of ? Why, ſeveral things are pre- 
tended, and [ ſhall name ſome of them. 


Firſt, 


— 


*. = -” 
&-x Anas = Iu. ewon HE A» +399 + 


ht > 
Wt I "PEE OO — 


i M. 


AS ermon Preach'd 


= 7 
hi ud -_ x I—_ 
- a- >» # «< ao ne i: ARS. DT 4s z 


Firſt, It 1s (aid, That the work.of a Clergy- 
man 1s to inſtru& Men in Chriſt's Religion, to 
Preach againſt Vice and Sin, and to Preach up 
Holineſs and good Life, and mutual Love and 
Charity : But what has he to do with State- 
Affairs, as Matters of Government are ? 

I Anſwer, He hath nothing indeed to do 
with them : But his only work is to make Men 
good Chriſtians, by endeavouring to poſleſs 
them with a hearty Belief of our Saviour's Do- 
Qrines and Promiſes, and perſuading them to 
a Conformity in their Lives to his Precepts. 
This is our_ proper Work, and this is that 
we ought to attend to all the days 'of our 
Life ; and with Government; and State Affairs 
we ought not to meddle, yl our Sermons eſpe- 
cially. | 
Bat then, after all this, Ge doth not follow, 
but that we are all bound, as we have occaſion, 
to Preach' up Loyalty and Obedience to our Go: 
wernonrs, For this is no State Affair, but an 
Affair of the Goſpel. We cannot inſtru& Men 
in Chriſt's Religion, without inſtruting them 
in this. 

If indeed it was an indifferent thing to a 
Man's Chriſtianity, or to his Salvation, whether 
he was a good or a bad Subjet ; Then indeed 
it would be as indifferent to a Preacher, whe- 
ther 
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ther he infiſted on theſe things to the People : 
But it is not ſo. 

One great branch of Chriſtian Holineſs, as 
tt is declared in the New Teſtament, is, That 
every Man demean-' himſelf quietly and 
peaceably and obediently to the Government 
he lives under, and chat not only for wrath, 
or fear of Puniſhment, but alſo for Conſcience- 
ſake. And this is made as neceſſary a Condi- 
tion of 'going to Heaven, as any other: parti- 
cular Vertue is. And therefore if we will in- 
ſtru& Men in Chriſt's Religion, and in the 
indiſpenſable Points of Holineſs required 
thereby, we maſt inſtruct them in this alfo. 

One great Vice and damnable Sin, that the 
Religion of our Lord has caution'd againſt, 
is the Sin of FaGionſneſs and Rebellion., And 
therefore, if it be our Duty to declare againſt 
the Sins and Vieces that are contrary to: Chri« 
ſttanity, it is our Duty to declare and caution 
againſt this alſo, 

Laſtly, 'We' do readily: prant: that a great 
part of our Office conſiſts in moſt affectionately 
recommending and preſſing the Necelſfity of 
miturl Lowe and' Charity. | But if this be ne- 
forn's i9'$e" not :more-{9, -to recommend: and 

fs Obedionto to Amtbority, 'withons which, 
mutual Love! anU'Cbarity rag... poſſibly ſabſiſt 
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That being the common Ligament of them; and 
take away That, we ſhould be no. better than 
Bears and Tygers one to another, | 

Bat. it is ſaid, im the Second place,, That 
Preachers ought not to meddle ; with theſe 
Points, becauſe they are not competent Judges 
of them: They do not knew the Meaſures 
and Limits of Loyalty and. Diſloyalty, of being 
a good, and a bad Subjet: Theſe depending 


| alrogether upon the Conſtitution of the Go- 


vernment we live under ; and the determining 
of them bclongs to the Civil Courts, and not 
to their Profeſſion. 

To this I Anſwer, That in all thoſe In- 
ſtances, wherein this Argument falls under the 
Cognizance and Determination of Parliaments, 
or Tulges,. or Lawyers, we do not pretend to 
meddle with it. | And it any Mando, let bim 
anſwer for himſelf. All that we pretend to, 
is to preſs the plain, general, indiſpenſable 
Duties of Obedience to Laws, and of Peaceable- 
eſs, and SubjeFion to the Higher Powers, which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have every where taught 
1 the Bible. 

If indeed a Preacher ſhouid in the Pulpic 
preſume to- give his Judgment about the Ma- 
nagement of Publick Affairs ; or to Jay down 


Do&rines as from Chriſt, about the Forms and 
Models 
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Models of Kingdoms or Commenwealths; or 
to adjuſt the Limits of the Prerogative of the 
Prince, or of the Liberties of the Subje& in our 
reſent Government : I ſay, if a Divine ſhould 
meddle with ſuch Matters as theſe in his Ser- 
 mons, 1 do not know how he can be excuſed 
from the yuſt Cenſure of meddling with things 
thac nothing concern him, This is indeed a 
Pradiſing in State Matters, and is uſurping an 
Office that belongs to another Profeſſzon, and 
to Men of another Chara&er. And I ſhould 
account it every whit as undecent in a Clergy- 
man to take upon him to deal in theſe Points ; 
. as it would be for him, to determine Titles of 
Land in the Palpit, which are in Diſpure in 
Weſtminfter- Hall. 
- But what is this'to the Preaching Obedience 
and Swbjedion to the Eſtabliſh'd Government ? 
Let meddling with the Politicks be as odious 
as you pleaſe in a Clergy-man ; yer ſure it muſt 
not only be allow'd to him, but be thought 
his Duty, to Exhort all SubjeRs to be faithful 
to their Prince, to live peaceably under his 
Government, and to obey all the Laws that 
are-made by Juſt Authority : And even where 
they cannot obey-them, yet to ſubmit, and 
to raiſe no Diſturbance to the Publick upon 


that account. And this is the great thing 
B 2 which 
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which we lay Clergy-men have to; do ini this 
Marter. 

We meddle not with the Politicks ; we 
meddle not with Prerogative or Property ; we 
meddle not with the Diſputes and Controverſies 
of Law that may ariſe about theſe Matters : 
But we Preach a company of plain Leſſons of 
Peaceableneſs and Fidelity, and Swhmiſſzon to 
our Rylers ; ſuch as the Law of Natureteaches ; 


ſuch as both Chriſt and. his Apoſtles did preach 


in all Places where-ever they came ; and ſuch 
as will at this day hold in all the Governments 
of the World, whether they be Kingdoms or 
Communwealthe. 

And if at any time we make a particular 
Application of theſe Genera] Rules to our own 
Eſtabliſhed Government, it is only in ſuch [n- 
ſtances as are plainly of; the Eſſence of our Na- 
tional Conſtitution; | Ini ſuch Inſtances as are 
plainly contain'd in the O4tbs of Allegiance and 
Supremacy , and thole other Teſts, which, for 
the Security of the Governmenr, the Law bath 
taken; care-that_ SubjeAs hill ſwear to, :and 
conſequently muſt be thought obliged both to 
underſtand and practiſe them. : And how can 
it be an. Invaſion of another Man's thee, ' to 
Preachand viſt: upon fuckthingsa5sthels? Neo, 
certainly ; what itis the Duty of every: Subje& 
both 
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both ro underſtand and prattiſe in order to 
his Salvation, that, without doubt, it is the Duty 
of their Paſtors to put them in mind of. 

But Thirdly, It is faid further, That Preach- 
ers cannot engage in theſe Arguments, but 
they will of neceſliry ſide with ſome Party or 
FaGion among us : now they ſhould have no- 
thing to do with Partzes or FaGions. 

To this T Anſwer, That to be on the Side 
of the Eſtabliſhed Government, and to en- 
'deavour to maintain That, is not to be a 
Favourer of Parties and FaSions. But They 
are the FaHions, They are the Setters up, or | 
Abetrtors of Parties, who endeavour to de- 
| ſtroy, or unſettle, or diſparage, or in the 

leaſt ro hurt and weaken the Government and 
the Laws as they are eſtabliſhed ; ler the Prin- 
ciples upon which they go, or the Pretences 
they make, be what they will. So that a 
Miniſter, by Preaching Obedience and Sub- 
jeJion, doth not 4n the leaſt make himſelf of 
any Party ; 'bur, on the contrary, he fets him- 
ſelf againſt all Parties : And ſo he onghe to do. 
For his Buſineſs is, to be on the Side of the 
Government as it is by Law Eſtabliſhed ; and 
as vigorouſly as 'm' him lies] in ſuch ways as 
are proper for his F anion, to oppole all thoſe 
chat would either ſecretly undermine 1t, or 

" openly 
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openly aſſault it: In a word, all thoſe that 
would make any Change or Innovation in 4t 
( by whatever Names they are diſcriminated ) 
by any other means or methods than what the 
Law of the Land, and the Nature of the Con- 
ſtitution doth allow. 


And thus much of the Firſt thing I took 
notice of in the Text, wiz, the Perſon to whom 
the Charge is here given, that he ſhould put the 
people in mind, I now-come, in the Second 
place, to the Thing he was to put them in 
mind- of, and that is, -to he ſubje& to Princi- 
palities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. 

And here Two things are to be enquired 
into; Firſt, Who are thoſe Principalities and 


' Powers and Magiſtrates to whom we are to be 


ſubjeF, and whom we are to obey. And, 
Secondly, Wherein confiſts that SubjeFon and 
Obedience that we are to give to them. 

As for the Firſtof theſe, Who are the Pren- 
cipalities and Powers and Magiſtrates * Why, 
certainly by theſe words arc meant the Supreme 
Civil Gowvernonrs of every Nation, and under 
them their ſubordinate Officers. Let the Form 
of Government in any Country be what it 
will ;' in whomſoever the: Sovereign Anthority 
is lodged (whether in one, or in many) They 


are 
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are the Principalities and Powers to whom we 
are to be ſubje&.; and Thoſe that are Com- 
miſſion'd and Deputed to exerciſe Authority 
under them, are the Magiſtrates whom we are 
to obey.. 

Sc. Peter, in the 2d. Chapter of his 
iff, Epiſtle, doth thus Expreſs them, ( al- 
luding, no doubt, to the Government of the 
Roman State under which he lived, which was. 
then Monarchical ) Submit your ſelves, ſaich he, 
Tz7y ar9pamvy xt, . to every Humane Conſti- 
tution, for the Lord's ſake : whether 'it be to the 
King, as Supreme ;- or unto the Governours, as 
unto them that are ſent by bim -+--- for ſo is the 
will of God. Upon which words of his, the 
Homily of our Church, appointed to. be read. 
on this Day, doth thus gloſs. © St. Peter doth 
« not. ſay, Submit your ſelves unto me, as. 
« Supreme Head of the Church. Neither faith. 
<« he, Submic your ſelves, from time to time, 
&« to my Succeſſors in Rome. But he faith,. 
« Submic your ſelves unto your King, your 
« * Supreme Head, and to thoſe that he ap- 

ointech in Authority under him. . This is 
& « God Ocdinance, this is God's Holy Will, 
« that the whole Body in every Realm, and. 
« all the Members and Parts of the ſame, ſhall 
« be (ubjet to their. Head, their King. " 
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As for the Subje&ion and Obedience that is to 
be paid to theſe Principalities and Powers, 
which is the other thing 1 am to enquire into, 
it conſiſts of a great many Particulars. 

It implies in it, for inſtance, That we 
ſhould ' give all Honour, Reſpe& and Re- 
verence to their Perſons, looking upon them 
( which really they are ) as God's Vicegerents 
upon Earth. 

That we ſhould not raſhly cenſure their 
AGions, or the Adminiſtration of their Go- 
vernment. 

That we ould : at no hand deſpiſe them, 

or ſpeak evil 'of them, remembring the Cha«: 
alics that St. Fade gives of thoſe that deſpiſe 
Dominions, and ſpeak evil of Dignities. 

That as we ſhould make Prayers, and Sup- 
plications and Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks 
for all Men ; ſo more*eſpecially for Them, and 
Thoſe that are put in Authority under them, 
as St. Pani teaches us. 

"That we ſhould pay them the Tributes and 
Cuftoms that are due to them, as the {ame 
Apoftle expreſſes it ;| that is, the Expences we 
are legally Taxed at, towards the Support of 
their Government: 

That'we ſhould, according-to' onr Plnier, 
maintain their Ford Majeftatis, the Rights and 


Preroga- 
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Prerogatives, belongiog by the Conſticucion, to 
their Office and Dignity. 

That we ſhould afliſt and defend them 
againſt their Enemies. | 

That we ſhould behave our ſelves peaceably 
and modeſtly in our particular Vocations, en- 
deavouring to make their Government as cafie 
and as happy as we can, but at no hand 
to invade any Publick Office that belodgy nor 
to us. 

In a word, That we ſhould Yield Obedience 
to all their Laws. And in caſe it ever happen 
that we cannot with a ſafe Conſcience obey, 
there we are patiently to ſuffer the Penalties of 
our Diſobedience : But by no means either to 
affront their Perſons, or to diſturb their Go- 
vernment, by raiſing or partaking in any Trans, 
or ' Jafurredlion, or Rebellion. 

-All-this that: I have now named, is con- 
tatned in that Duty of Subje&ion and Obedience 
which we are here bid to pay to Principalities 
and Powers, as might eaſily be ſhewn, | as to 
every Particular : But I will nor tire yon, by 
funning through all theſe Heads, and there- 
fore ſhall only defire leave to ſpeak a Intle to 
the two laſt things I have now mention'd:;; both 
becauſe they are: the moſt general, and doin 
a manner comprehend the-eft';' 'and becauſe 

C they 
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they ſeem principally intended 1n the Texte 
I am now dilcourſing of. Put them in mind 
(faith Sr. Panl ) to be ſubj eG, and put them in 
mind to obey. ln the one Phraſe ſeems to be 
intimated the Duty of AGive Ubedience to the 
Laws and Orders of our Governours : Ia the 
other Phraſe, our Submiſſron where we can- 
not obey. 


And Firſt of all, As for the buſineſs of 


| Acdive Obedience, ( for it is proper to begin 


with that firſt ) all that is needful to be (aid 
for the clearing of it, may be comprized in 
theſe Four following Propolicions. 

1. That the ſtanding Laws of every 
Country are the Rule of the SubzeGs Obedience, 
and not merely the Will of the Prince. 

Where indeed the Legiſlative and the Exe- 
cutive Power are both/in one hand, (as it is 
in thoſe we call Abſolute Monarcbies) there the 
Will of the Prince ſtands for Law. But where 
People are ſo happy as to live under a Legal 
Eſtabliſhment, as ours 1s, there the Publick 
Laws muſt govern and ſteer their Actions, and 
not the Prince's private Pleaſure. So hp. 
the King can do no wrong, (as our Maxis j 
yer. the Subje& is anſwerable for every thing 
he doth againſt Law, even when he doth it by 
the King's Command. | 

2dly. What- 
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2dly. Whatever Laws are made by Juſt Au- 
thoricy, whether in Civil Matters, or in Mat- 
ters relating to Religion, if they be not con- 
trary to God's Laws, there the Subje& is bound 
in Conſcience to obey them, even tho' he 
apprehent's they are inconvenient. = 

I own indeed that the Matter of ſome Laws 
may be of ſo ſinall importance, that a Man 
ſhall not need much to charge his Conſcience 
with the Obſervance of them : It being enough 
that he ſubmit to the Penalty, in caſe of Tranſ- 
greſlion : And perhaps the Government never 
meant to extend their Obligation farther. But 
for all that, it is in the Power of the Legiſſa- 
tive, when there is reaſon, to bind our Con- 
ſciences to Obedience, as well as to award 
Puniſhments to our Diſobedience.- - And the 
Reaſon of this is evident, becauſe we are 
bound by the Laws of God, who hath the 
Supreme Dominion over our Confciences, 
to obey our Lawful Governours in Lawful 
things. 

Nay, I fay farther, ( which is my 3d. Pro- 
poſition,) That even where we donbt of the 
Lawfulne(s of their Commands, we are bound 
to obey ; ſo long as we only doubt of their 
Lawfulneſs, but are not perſuaded that they 
are unlawful. 

G2 For 
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For certainly the Authority of our Gover- 
nours ought. to over-rule any Man's private 
Doubts. There is all the Reaſon in the world 
that it ſhould do ſo : And there is no good 
Reaſon to.be urged to the contrary. 

Pray, what is 1t we mean, when we fay 
that a Man doubts concerning a thing, whether 
it be lawful or no ? Is 1t not this? that his 
Judgment is kept fuſpended berween equal 


Probabilities on both fides of a Queſtion. He 


is enclined by ſome Reaſons to believe that the 
thing. is lawful, and be is enclined by other 
Reaſons to believe that the thing 1s unlawful. 
And thefe Reaſons do appear 10 equally pro- 
bable to him on both fides, that he doth not 
know how to determine himſelf : He doth 
not know which way he ſhould frame a Judg- 
ment-about the point in queſtion. 

This is: the; Notion of 'a Doubt. _ Now 
in ſuch a Caſe as this, when Autbority inter- 
poleth, and declareth it (elf on one five; and 
pronounceth not only that the thing is lawful 
to. be, done,, but allo, that 1t will have it 
done ;.'and accordingly. lays its Commands 
upon the Man to do it: I fay, if there be not 
{o much weight 10 Autbority as to; turn» the 
Scale in ſuch'a Cale as this,and:to oblige a Man 
ro at in obedience to it ; it isthe Jighteſtching 

in 
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in the World, and fipniftes very little as to the 
influencing the Aﬀairs of Mankind. 

Bur, nd laſtly ; It che Matter be out 
of doubt : If a” Man be really convinced that 
the thing which Awhority commands him, is 
nut lawful in it ſelf, bur is contradictory to 
the Laws of God : In that caſe he muſt not do 
the thing commanded ; on the contrary, he is 
bound to forbear the Practice of it. 

It any Humane Law, let it be made by the 
beſt Authority upon Earth, ſhould command us 
to believe any Point in Matters of Faith which 
we are perſuaded to be contrary to the Reve- 
lation of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; or ſhould 
command us to profeſs and declare our Beliet 
of any Matter whatſoever, tho' never fo indit- 
ferent, when yet we did not really believe it; 
or, laſtly, ſhould oblige us to the doing of any 
ASjon which we did in our own Conſcience 
judge to be a Tranſgreſſion of a Divine Com- 
mand : I ſay, in none of theſe Cafes are we to 
yield Obedience to the Law, by what Autho- 
rity ſoever it was Enacted. And the Reaſon 
is plain: We muſt always chuſe to obey God 
rather than Men. Where God's Law hath 
commanded us, there. no Humane Law can 
abſolve us from'the Obligation. Where God's 
Law hath forbidden us, there no Humane Law 


can lay Obligations upon us. And 
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And it is the ſame thing as to our Practice, 
that we believe God's Law hath ty'd us up, as 
if it had really done ſo. So that, whether we - 
are really in the right, or in the wrong, as to 
our Perſuaſions in theſe Matters, we muſt nor 
att againſt them ; becauſe we muſt not at 
againſt our Conſciences. Only this we are to 
remember, That it extremely concerns us right- 
ly to inform our Conſciences in theſe Matters 
where Humane Laws have interpoſed their 
Anthority. For if we make a wrong Judg- 
ment of Things, and upon that account deny 
our Obedience to the Laws, where we ſhould 
have given it : Though we ought not to a& 
againſt our Conſcience, as I ſaid, ( nay, it 
would be a great Sin in us if we ſhould,) yet, 
on the other fide, we are not to be exculed for 
diſobeying the Commands of Authority, where 
we might lawfully have obeyed them ; unleſs 
it ſhould prove that it was through no fault of 
ours that our Judgments were miſinformed, 


And thus much concerning my Firſt Head, 
that of Obedience to Laws : I now come to 
the other, that of SubjeFion ; as that word 
implies patient Submiſſion to our Governours, 
where we cannot aGively comply with what 
they require of us. 


And 
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And this is that DoGtrine of Paſſive 0be- 
dience which of late hath had ſo ill a Sound 
among many of us: Bur I dare ſay, for no 
other reaſon but becaule it may have been by 
ſome milrepreſented. For where-ever it 1s 
rizhtly underſtood, it can give offence to none 
but to ſuch as are really diſaffeRed to the Go- 
vernment, and do delfire Alteraticns. 

That there is ſuch a Submiſſron due from all 
Subjes to the Supreme Authority of the Place 
where they live, as ſhall tie up their Hands 
from Oppoſing or Reſiſting it by Force, is 
evident Gow the very Nature and Ends of 
Political Society. And [ dare fay, there is not 
that Country upon Earth, let the Form of 
their Government be what it will, ( Abſolute 
Monarchy, Legal Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or 
Commonwealth ) where this is not a part of 
the Conſtitution. Subjets mult obey paſſzvely, 
where they cannot obey aHively : Otherwiſe 
the Government would be precarious, and the 
Publick Peace at the mercy of every Male- 
content, and a door would be ſet open to all 
the InfurreQions, Rebellions and Treaſons in 
the World. 

Nor. is this only . a State DoQrine, but the 
Doftine alſo of Feſus Chrift, and that a nece(- 
ſary, indiſpenſable one too ; as ſufficiently ap- 


pear $ 
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pears from thoſe famous words of St. Paul, 
Rom. xiti. 1, 2. Which are ſo plain, that the 
need no Comment : Let every ſoul (faith he) 
be ſubje& to the Higher Powers, for there is no 
Power but of God ; and the Powers that be, are 
ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore refifteth | 
the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God ; and 
they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 1hemſelves dam- 
nation. So that {o long as this Text flands in 
- our Bibles, the DoQrine of Non- Reſiſtance or 
Paſſive Obedience muſt be of Obligation to all 
Chriſtians. 

But then, after I have ſaid this, care muſt 
be taken that this Gereral Docrine be not mi(- 
applied in particular Countries. Though Non- 
Reſiſtance or Paſſeve Obedience be a Duty to all 
SubjeAs, and under all Governments, yer it 
1s nat expreſſed the ſame way in all Places ; 
but both the Objeds and the Inftances of 
it do vary in different” Nations, according 
ro the different Models of their Govern- 
ment. - | 
To ſpeak this as plainly as I can. As the 
Laws of the Land are the Meaſures of our 
ASGive Obedience; fo are allo the ſame Laws the 
Meaſtres of our Submiſſion.” And 'as we are 
not bonnd' to obey bur where (the Laws and 
Conſiiturion require onr Obedtence ; fo neither 

are 


before the Houſe of PEERS. 


are we bound to ſubmit but as the Laws and 
Conſtitution do require our Submiſſton. 

Taking now this to be the true ſtating of 
the Dodrine of Paſſive Obedience, as I verily 
believe it is, I do not fee what colour of Reaſon 
can be offered againſt it. Sure I am, the com- 
mon Pretence, That it tends to introduce Ty- 
ramy, and Arbitrary Government, and to make 
People Slaves, is quite out of doors. For you 
ſee it makes no Princes Abſolute, where, by the 
Confticution, they were not fo before. Nor 
doth it deſtroy any Liberty of the SubjeRs that 
they were before' in Poſſeffion of, All that it 
doth, is to preſerve and ſecure the National Set- 
tlement in the ſame Poſture, and upon the ſame 
Foot, in and npon which it isalready Eſtabliſhed. 
And this is ſo true, that there is nota Common- 
wealth in the World ſo free, but that theſe Do- 
drines of Non-Refiftance and Paſſive Obetlience 
muſt for ever be tanght there, as neceſſary even 
for the Preſervation of their Libertiee. 

As for what this Dodrine imports among 
us, and in our Conſtitution, of how far it ts'to 
be extended or limited, it belongs not ro me 
co determine. Bur thus mnch the Occaſion of 
ir bor $ © will not only warrant me, 

Fig > rhis Head, and it is 
ke plitation T _ make,” natnely, _ 
That ' 
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That by al] the Laws of this Land, the Perſon 
of the KiNG 1s Sacred and Inviolable ; 3-and 
that to atcempt- his Life 1n;avy way, .or.upon 
any pretence,. always was and is High Treaſon, 
And if ſo, what ate we-to. think of that Fa& 
which was on this Day committed: -upon the 
Perſon of our late Sovereign, of Bleſled Me- 
mory, King Charles I. taking. it. with all its 
Circumſtances ? | Why certainly, how lighe 
ſoever ſome People among, us-may make of it, 
it was a moſt Baibarous Murther ; a Violation 
of the Laws of God and Man, a Scandal to 
the Proteftant Religian, and a Reproach to the 
People. of England ; whilſt the impious Rage 
of. a. Few, Nands ;mputed by our Adverſaries 
ro the whole Nation. All this I may ſay of 
this Fa& ; for it is no. more than 1s-ſaid of it 
bythe Lordea and Commons of England, in that 
re of Parliament which yaa the keeping 
of Ln. Day as a Perpetual F; 

I am ſenſible how #neafre ſome. are at the 
mentioning. of; this 3. and; how gladly they 
would have bath. the, Thing, a ang the Rf yorial 
of it ; forgot among us. |. I my confels, I could 
wiſh ſo too, provided we were ure that God 
had. fargot it ;; ſo, I mean, al ot. it, as. that 
we were no longer obngxiQus ta his Judgments, 
upon the;acconnt of DG Op And 


provi ided 


gt . —_ 
before the Houſe of Pets. 23 

provided likewiſe, in the ſecond placg, that 
thoſe FaGious, Republican Principles! which"+ 
have once over-turn'd our Government, and * 
brought an Excellent Prince ro an unhappy 
End, were ſo far forgot among us, as that 
there was no Danger from them, of ever having 
this or the like Tragedy ated again in our Na- 
.tion. But fo long as we have Apprehenſions 
from either of theſe things, ſo long it will be fic 
for us to remember this Fa&, and this Day ; 
and both to implore the Mercy of God, that neither 
the Guilt of that Sacred and Innocent Blood, nor 
thoſe other Sins by which God was provoked to 
deliver up both us and our King into the Hands 
of cruel and unreaſonable Men, may at any time 
bereafter be wifited upon us, or our Poſterity : 
And likewiſe to ſuffer our ſelves to be put in 
mind of that Duty, which, by St. Pau['s Au- 
thority, I have been all this while infiſting on, 
namely, to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, 
and to obey Magiſtrates : Or, if you will rather 
take it in the words of Solomon, Prov. xxiv. 21. 
to fear the Lord and the King, and not to meddle 
with them that are given to change. 
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